
S T O A  C o n s t r u c t i o n  M a n a g e r  D e p l o y s  
A r e a  G r o u n d b r e a k i n g s  

L a t e s t  A d d i t i o n  t o  S T O A  F a m i l y  

Page 6 
 
Page 2-3 
 
 

Page 8 
  

 
 
 

Also Inside 

  
Sept 2008 

Vol. 8 
C A N S T R U C T I O N  C o m e s  t o  P e n s a c o l a  
G a l l e r y  N i g h t ,  O c t o b e r  3 r d  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read Article, Page 4-5 



 
 

 

121 East Government Street, Pensacola, Florida 32502  
Tel: 850.432.1912   Fax: 850.432.0603   
e-mail: stoa@stoaarchitects.com   website: www.stoaarchitects.com 

  

Page 2 

30 New Classrooms in the Future for Vernon 
Elementary 
 
August, 2008 
 
Ground broke on August 1, 2008 for thirty new classrooms totaling over 51,000 square feet 
to be added to Vernon Elementary School in Vernon, Florida.  The new addition will 
replace other outdated classrooms 
which will be demolished at a later 
date.  The $7.2 million project 
involves construction of three 
separate buildings designed for 130 
mph windload and all openings 
protected with storm barriers.   
 
Each classroom will have two 
separate means of egress, with one 
being directly to the exterior.  The 
project also includes a new bus drive 
with parking for 30 buses and covered 
walks surrounding the new bus area 
allowing students to be protected at 
all times. 
 
STOA Architects worked with Washington County School District to develop a program 
within their allotted budget and timeframe.  GAC Contractors of Panama City is 
constructing the addition and completion is expected prior to the start of the 2009-2010 
school year. 
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Pensacola Regional Airport Breaks Ground on 
Terminal Expansion 
 
August, 2008 
 
The $45 million terminal  expansion project at the Pensacola Regional Airport broke 
ground on Friday, August 15, 2008.  The terminal expansion, for which STOA Architects is 
the Architect of Record, includes 
additional security screening capacity, 
explosion detection screening and 
baggage handling equipment along with 
additional administrative space for TSA 
and airport operations. Ticket counters 
and retail lease space will also be added, 
as well as upgrades to finishes 
throughout the terminal. The ultimate 
build out will include a new parking 
garage and rental car center being 
designed by Gresham Smith & 
Partners.  The rental car facility is under 
construction just North of the terminal 
and is expected to be completed in early 
2009. 
 
The original expansion design also included the addition of 4 new gates, but recent 
cutbacks in commercial air service to Pensacola has caused a temporary hold on this 
portion of the expansion.  Key benefits of the expansion to Pensacola’s air travelers will be 
the installation of the in-line baggage screening equipment which is among the most 
advanced in the airline industry as well as the expanded security screening area which will 
allow for easier queuing of passengers. 
 
STOA is proud to team up with many local consultants including: MEP Engineering 
Solutions for mechanical and plumbing design, Yonge & Klocke Consulting Engineers for 
electrical, Fabre Engineering is providing the surveying work with CSA Group designing 
the new landscaping. Additional consultants include Apple Designs of Silver Springs, 
Maryland for signage, Jacobs Engineering of Jacksonville, Florida is performing the 
civil engineering, Convergent Strategies Consulting is the communications consultant out 
of Kennett Square, Pennsylvania.  DMJM Aviation is managing this much needed project. 
 
Pensacola’s airport services more travelers than any other from New Orleans to 
Jacksonville.  The expansion will allow the City to compete for more carriers and will 
reduce travel times. 

Rendering courtesy of Gresham Smith & Partners. 
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N ine area architecture and engineering firms are participating in this 
unique food charity event—the first of its kind in Pensacola.  
Canstruction is a design/build competition held in cities throughout 
North America where teams of designers compete to build giant 

structures made entirely out of canned goods.  Pensacola’s Canstruction event will 
benefit MANNA Food Pantries, and the competitors will be building their entries 
at various venues to be displayed during Gallery Night, Friday, October 3rd. 

Since Canstruction’s inception in 1982, ten million pounds of food have been 
donated to aid in the fight against hunger.  After Pensacola’s Canstruction entries 
are judged, a DEcanstruction will occur, and all of the cans used to create the 3D 
sculptures will be donated to MANNA’s food bank. 

The competition comes with its own complete set of rules and regulations 
including creating the displays within a 10 foot by 10 foot space and a height not 
to exceed eight feet.  The entries are judged for the following awards: Best Meal, 
Best Use of Labels, Structural Ingenuity, Juror’s Favorite, two Honorable 
Mentions and a People’s Choice Award.  The local winner will go on to compete in 

Canstruction’s international 
event.  Pensacola’s local jurors 
include: Malcom Ballinger, The 
Arts Council of Northwest 
Florida Board of Directors; 
Michael  Boles,  Sculptor; 
Thaddeus Cohen, AIA, City of 
P e n s a c o l a  C o m m u n i t y 
Development Director; Mathew 
Hoffman, Manna Food Pantries 
Board of Directors; and 
Francesca Maxime, WEAR TV 
Anchor/Reporter. 

Canstruction 
Coming to Pensacola, Friday, October 3rd 

The STOA Architects Team practices their can 
sculpting in STOA’s office lobby. 
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The local chapter of the American Institute of Architects has organized the teams 
for this exciting event. Mark Essert, a principal at STOA Architects, has organized 
S T O A ’ s  t e a m .  S T O A ’ s 
Canstruction team plans to 
practice the build-out of their 
design in the lobby of our office 
on Government Street to 
generate additional interest in 
the event.  STOA’s final design 
will be constructed at the 
Pensacola Opera at 75 South 
Tarragona Street. 

We’d like to thank the following 
firms for their CAN-tributions to 
t h e  S T O A  A r c h i t e c t s 
Canstruction design: Berube 
Leonard, Day Consulting, Gulf 
Breeze Consulting, Greenhorne 
& O’Mara, Joe DeReuil 
Associates, MEP Engineering 
Solutions, Peterson Engineering, 
and Schmidt Consulting Group. 

Veronica Pochet, AIA, LEED AP, laid out a portion 
of STOA’s Canstruction design using a program 
called Sketchup. 

 Want to go?  

When: Oct. 2nd Build Night    Oct. 3rd Gallery Night, Display Judging & Awards 
  Oct. 3rd-23rd Open to Public  

Where: Various locations, Downtown Pensacola:   600 South, Artel Gallery, Belmont Arts Center,    Coco Gallery, Ever’Man’s, Fiore,    Pensacola Museum of Art, Pensacola Opera     
FMI: www.canstruction.org   http://www.mannafoodpantries.org/event-canstruction.html 
   



Farewell and Hurry Back  
 
Dan Woodcock, a construction administrator at STOA Architects, will soon be departing the 
country on his second deployment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  Dan is a 
Chief Petty Officer in the US Navy Reserves and has served for 21 years.  He has been an 
employee at STOA Architects for 4 years and served his first deployment in support of 

Operation Enduring Freedom less than 6 weeks after Dan had 
started at STOA.  Upon returning from this deployment, he was 
given the opportunity to expand his role at STOA by running the 
Construction Administration department.  
 
All at STOA Architects enthusiastically support his commitment 
to our country’s defense and wish him a safe deployment and a 
speedy return. 
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STOA Principal Ready to Provide Post-Disaster 
Services 
 
September, 2008 
 
Mark Gilland, a principal at STOA Architects, recently received his “Post-Disaster Safety 
Assessment Evaluator” certification through the American Institute of Architects (AIA) of 
Florida.  This certification is recognized by both the Federal Emergency Management 
Association (FEMA) and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and is provided by 
the state AIA to registered architects and engineers.  The governors of states impacted by 
federally declared disasters, such as a hurricane, earthquake or explosion, can now call on 
the state’s AIA to provide safety evaluators for post-disaster inspection services. 
 

Chief Petty Officer 
Dan Woodcock 
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Architect Increases her Education 
 
Veronica Pochet, AIA, LEED AP, a project architect at 
STOA Architects, has recently earned Construction 
Documents Technician (CDT) certification from the 
Construction Specifications Institute (CSI). Her training and 
certification are an indication of her comprehensive 
knowledge of the writing and management of construction 
documents. 
 
The Construction Documents Technology Program offered 
by CSI, is designed for anyone who writes, interprets, 
enforces, or manages construction documents.  CDT 
candidates must demonstrate their understanding of CSI’s 
recommended practices in the following areas: 
 
 The construction process 
  9 Construction contract types 
  9 Modifications and substitution procedures 
 Contractual relationships 
  9 Rights, duties and responsibilities 
  9 Contract provisions 
  9 Relationship and organization of construction documents 
 Use of construction documents 
  9 Organizational formats 
  9 Interpreting construction documents 
 
Veronica joins Dan Woodcock, STOA Construction Management Department Manager as a 
Construction Documents Technician. In becoming a CDT, Veronica has demonstrated 
STOA’s emphasis on delivering quality construction documents for our projects. 

 

Veronica Pochet, AIA, LEED 
AP, and now CDT 
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STOA Architects, is a design firm established in 1981, serving local, regional 
and national clients from our downtown Pensacola, Florida office.  We have 
completed projects for industrial, commercial, governmental, educational, 
medical, and residential clients.  Projects range in size and scope from 500 
square foot renovation projects to new facilities encompassing over $60 mil-
lion in construction value. 

Please direct all questions and comments to stoa@stoaarchitects.com 

STOA Architects 
121 East Government Street 
Pensacola, Florida 32502  
 
Tel: 850.432.1912   Fax: 850.432.0603   
 
www.stoaarchitects.com 

Latest addition to the STOA Family 
 
Glenn Woodcock, STOA Construction Administrator, recently welcomed his first child into 
the world.  Skylar Alexander Woodcock was born Sunday, August 10, 2008 at 1:11 am, 
weighing in at 5 pounds, 4 ounces and measuring 19 inches.  Baby Skylar, Mom Brennica, 
and especially grand-daddy Dan, STOA’s Construction Management Department Manager, 
are doing great. 
 
 

Proud Gramps, Dan Woodcock, with his new 
grandson, Skylar. 


