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AFSOC Adds a New Base in New Mexico 
 
STOA Architects principal Mark Gilliland recently traveled to Cannon Air Force Base in 
New Mexico at the invitation of the US Army Corps of Engineer’s Albuquerque District 
Commander, LTC Bruce Estok, a long time STOA client and friend.  The purpose of the trip 
was to attend the Society of American Military Engineers (SAME) industry forum on Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) work recently awarded to Cannon AFB.  Cannon, a base 
that not too long ago was slated for closure under BRAC, will become a major Air Force 
Special Operations Command (AFSOC) facility supporting the Command located at 
Hurlburt Field, Florida.  STOA Architects has significant past performance with AFSOC at 
Hurlburt Field and will pursue continuing this relationship at Cannon AFB.  
 
Cannon AFB is located near Clovis, a small rural town in eastern New Mexico.  The 
nearest metropolitan areas are Lubbock and Amarillo, Texas (both 2 hours away) and 
Albuquerque, New Mexico (3 hours away).  Work in this area will be challenging for the 
construction community due to a lack of significant local workforce, and compounded by 
insufficient housing, hotels and other infrastructure.  For the AFSOC units familiar with 
the beach life on the emerald coast this move could be a major cultural 
change.  Fortunately the base does have a golf course! 

7th Special Forces Group Project Hits the Street 
 
United States Army, Special Operations Command (USASOC’s) 7th Special Forces Group 
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) relocation project from Ft. Bragg, North Carolina to 
Duke Field near Crestview has advertised for construction and is slated for general 
contractors pre-qualified under the US Army Corps of Engineers Mobile District Multiple 
Award Task Order Contracts (MATOCs).  STOA Architects participated on the design of 
this multi-building project along with fellow architecture firms, Bullock Tice Associates and 
Hernandez-Calhoun International. The estimated $140 million project will bid in October, 
and bring an 
additional 5,000 
families to the 
panhandle.  The 
local contracting, 
b a n k i n g ,  r e a l 
estate, development 
and  educat ion 
communities will 
certainly be paying close attention to this project. 
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STOA Plays in Benny & Kathy Russell Tournament 
 
June, 2008 
 
The STOA Golf Team once again hit the links at the Moors Golf Club on Friday, June 29th 
to benefit the Bennett C. & Kathy F. Russell Memorial Scholarship.  The Russells 
significantly contributed to the education system in Santa Rosa County where Bennett was 
the Superintendent for 20 years. 
 
Though the team didn’t win this one, it 
was reported that they had the most fun 
with other teams stating they could 
hear them laughing the whole round. 
The teaming also brought together  
some familiar golfing faces: Bill 
Emerson was the golf coach at Gulf 
Breeze High School when Chad 
Colquett was playing at Niceville High 
School.  The two recalled their high 
school golf history even down to 
individual decisive shots at several 
tournaments.  Mark and Tim provided 
the humor with several errant shots, 
while Bill and Chad, both single-digit 
handicaps, carried the team to a 
respectable finish.  It helped that Chad 
once competed in ESPN's long drive tournament and had a TV appearance in 2003 as a 
quarterfinalist. 
 

Tim Wyrosdick, Asst. Superintendent Santa Rosa 
County Schools; Chad Colquett; Mark Gilliland; and 
Bill Emerson, Principal Navarre High School. 





STOA’s Construction Administration Department 
Adds New Team Member 
 
STOA Architects proudly announces the following staff addition. 
 
Dan Dennison has joined the firm as the latest addition to our Construction Administration 

Department, bringing over 20 years of professional experience managing 
a variety of  retail, class-A office space, military, federal government, 
airport, industrial and educational construction projects with 
construction values up to $500 million.  STOA Architects will draw upon 
Mr. Dennison’s skills and experience in project scheduling, estimating, 
procurement, reporting, quality control and coordination of materials and 
manpower. Dan studied construction management at Louisiana State 

University and is proficient in several project management and scheduling software 
programs. 
 
STOA Architects now employs a staff of 30, offering a full range of planning, programming, 
architectural design, sustainable design, roof consultation and construction administration 
services to public and private sector clients. 
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NAVFAC Work Steady through 2012 
 
June, 2008 
 
STOA Architects principal, Mark Gilliland, recently attended NAVFAC (Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command) Atlantic’s 2008 Industry Forum where he joined nearly 550 others 
in Virginia Beach, Virginia. This was an unexpected twofold increase in attendance over 
the previous year, indicating work in the commercial sector is slowing. While there, he 
attended several sessions covering future Navy and Marine Corps project opportunities, 
NAVFAC acquisition strategies, design/build processes and NAVFAC expectations. 
 
Key findings from the conference include a forecast of major increases in NAVFAC and 
Marine Corps work through 2012.  A major surprise is the new mandate for all NAVFAC 
facilities awarded in FY09 and beyond to be 
designed, constructed, documented and 
submitted to the US Green Building Council 
for certification as LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design) Silver.  
This new requirement is “unwaiverable” and is included as a line item on all FY09 DD1391 
Congressional funding proposals.  STOA's staff of LEED Accredited Professionals is excited 
to be a part of NAVFAC's new sustainable design requirements. 
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STOA’s President Speaks at NAS Pensacola 
 
“Leadership, Diversity, Harmony—Gateway to Success”.  This was the theme of the Naval 
Education and Training Command’s Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month Seminar, 
held May 15, at the Mustin Beach Officers’ 
Club at the Naval Air Station Pensacola, 
Florida. 
 
Chao-Chiung (C.C.) Lee, STOA Architects 
President, was the guest speaker, and he 
explained his process of coming to the United 
States and how he grew his company.  Mr. Lee 
made note of his gratitude for the 
opportunities afforded him in our county to 
freely pursue his dream of having a successful 
architecture firm.   Mr. Lee also shared with 
the audience his view regarding the wonderful 
diversity in this world; he says, “The world is a 
garden with a lot of different colors of flowers.  
It is a beautiful garden.  Let’s enjoy it!” 

 
 

Pictured left to right: Mila Villaruel, Naval 
Education and Training Security Assistance 
Field Activity; Dr. P.C. Wu, Pensacola City 
Council; Honor Bell, President/CEO Gulf 
Coast Community Benefits Corporation; 
Father Viet Huyuh; C. C. Lee; and Captain 
Edmund Turner, Chief of Staff, Naval 
Education and Training Command 
Headquarters. 

 

STOA employees attend the event. 
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STOA Architects, is a design firm established in 1981, serving local, regional 
and national clients from our downtown Pensacola, Florida office.  We have 
completed projects for industrial, commercial, governmental, educational, 
medical, and residential clients.  Projects range in size and scope from 500 
square foot renovation projects to new facilities encompassing over $60 mil-
lion in construction value. 

Please direct all questions and comments to stoa@stoaarchitects.com 

STOA Architects 
121 East Government Street 
Pensacola, Florida 32502  
 
Tel: 850.432.1912   Fax: 850.432.0603   
 
www.stoaarchitects.com 

STOA Intern Architect Finds Fahrvergnügen 
 
July, 2008 
 
No, it’s not a town in Germany.  Fahrvergnügen is German for “the enjoyment derived 
while driving.”  STOA Intern Architect Yvonne Lee certainly has found her 
Fahrvergnügen.  She has been a car fanatic and Volkswagen enthusiast for  8  years.  She's 
an active member in several Volkswagen and Audi enthusiast clubs including: VW Vortex 
(national), European Auto Gruppe 
(Houston, Texas), VW Fixx-Pensacola 
FL (club moderator) and Waterwerks 
Motorsports (Ft. Walton Beach, 
Florida).  Yvonne has extensively 
modified her car for better 
performance and aesthetics.  "Being a 
Volkswagen enthusiast is more than 
just working on your car.  It's a 
lifestyle." She's had her current car 
for eight years and lovingly 
calls it, Gregory.  Yvonne is such a 
fanatic that she ordered custom 
woven fabric to match the 
exclusive GTI plaid found in the 
newest VW GTI models.  "The suit 
was really something more of 
'bragging rights.' You're not a real 
VW fanatic until you've done 
something that extreme!"  
 
Yvonne and her new suit recently traveled up the eastern seaboard in Gregory to the 14th 
annual Waterfest VW and Audi Car Show in Englishtown, New Jersey.  Waterfest is the 
largest North American VW event and the second largest event of its kind in the 
world.  Waterfest 2008 had an attendance of over 21,000.  Other events Yvonne 
has attended include Waterfest 10 and GTI International 2007 (United Kingdom). 
 
STOA Architects will soon be wishing farewell to Yvonne and Gregory as she departs for 
grad school in St. Louis at Washington University.  We’ll welcome her back with open arms 
and a parking space for Gregory in three years.  

Yvonne Lee at the VW/Audi Car Show this month 
in her new GTI plaid suit, sewn by our own 
Accounting Manager, Dianne Clemens. 




